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Detailed Office Action 
Specification 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because of grammatical mistake of 
the word "therewithin" it should be "there within". Correction is required. See MPEP 
§ 608.01(b). 
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Claim Objections 

Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: Grammatical 
mistake of the word "therewithin" (Page 13, Line 1 1 ) it should be "there within". 
Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out 
and distinctly claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his 
invention. 

Claims 1-4,6, and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

In Claim 1, the term " generally independent and generally secure " is a relative 
term, which renders the claim indefinite. The term " generally independent and generally 
secure " is not defined by the claim, the specification does not provide a standard for 
ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be 
, reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention. The adverb "generally" makes the 
interpretation of the term "generally independent and generally secure" very broad 
without regard to specific details or exceptions. It does not provide distinction on what 
" generally " is independent or what " generally " is secure. 

In Claim 2, the term " generally impervious to externally-based operational 
disruptions to facilitate generally uninterruptible exchange of stored transmitted backup 
data " is a relative term, which renders the claim indefinite. The word " generally " is not 
defined by the claim, the specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the 
requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of 
the scope of the invention. The adverb "generally" makes the interpretation of the term 



1 
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" generally impervious to externally-based operational disruptions to facilitate generally 
uninterruptible exchange of stored transmitted backup data " very broad without regard 
to specific details or exceptions. It does not provide distinction on what " generally " is 
impervious or what " generally " is uninterruptible. 

In Claim 3, the term " generally free of significant modification " is a relative term, 
which renders the claim indefinite. The word " generally " is not defined by the claim, the 
specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and one 
of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the 
invention. The adverb "generally" makes the interpretation of the term " generally free of 
significant modification " very broad without regard to specific details or exceptions. It 
does not provide distinction on what " generally " is free of significant modification. 

In Claim 4, the term " generally free of significant modification " is a relative term, 
which renders the claim indefinite. The word " generally " is not defined by the claim, the 
specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and one 
of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the 
invention. The adverb "generally" makes the interpretation of the term " generally free of 
significant modification " very broad without regard to specific details or exceptions. It 
does not provide distinction on what " generally " is free of significant modification. 

In Claim 6, the term " generally independent and generally secure " is a relative 
term, which renders the claim indefinite. The term " generally independent and generally 
secure " is not defined by the claim, the specification does not provide a standard for 
ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be 
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reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention. The adverb "generally" makes the 
interpretation of the term "generally independent and generally secure" very broad 
without regard to specific details or exceptions. It does not provide distinction on what 
" generally " is independent or what " generally " is secure. 

In Claim 7, the term " generally independent and generally secure " and " generally 
free of significant modification " is a relative term, which renders the claim indefinite. 
The term " generally independent and generally secure " and " generally free of significant 
modification " is not defined by the claim, the specification does not provide a standard 
for ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be 
reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention. The adverb "generally" makes the 
interpretation of the term "generally independent and generally secure" and " generally 
free of significant modification " very broad without regard to specific details or 
exceptions. It does not provide distinction on what " generally " is independent or what 
" generally " is secure or what " generally " is free of significant modification. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1 to 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) based as being anticipated by 
Hamilton et al (US Pat. 6,389,552 B1). 

In Claim 1, Hamilton et al. clearly discloses " a secure data backup 
communications system for providing remote secure data storage for connected user 
systems in the event of loss of on-site original or backup data comprising: a remote 
backup central communications and storage facility operative to receive and store 
backup electronic data an accessible data storage system" (Col 1 , lines 34-44, lines 50- 
52 and Col 2, lines 20-32). 

Hamilton et al also discloses the invention has a " generally independent and 
generally secure information transmission communication means separate from utility- 
based communications networks, said generally independent and generally secure 
information transmission communication means extending between and connecting said 
remote backup central communications and storage facility and a connected user 
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system of said secure data backup communications system" (Col 1 lines 40-44, Col 5 
lines 1-4, lines 37-39, lines 40-49). Hamilton et ars invention clearly states the storage 
sites are connected to the networks via dedicated transmission lines (Col 5 lines 1-4) 
and a user in the connected user system can establish communication between data 
production site and the local storage device located at the off-site storage facility (Col 5, 
lines 37-39, lines 40-49). This allows in extending communication means between 
remote backup central communications storage facility and connected user system. For 
" receiving interface means operative to receive transmitted backup data from a 
connected user system and optionally translate the transmitted backup data storable 
data format for retrievable storage ", Hamilton et al discloses the transmitted backup 
storage data is received to the data storage facility (Fig 2, Col 4 lines 36-59). It is also 
inherent that " transmitting interface means operative to retrieve said transmitted backup 
data and optionally translate said transmitted backup data from said storable data 
format user system data format for transmitting said transmitted backup data back to a 
connected user system via said generally independent and generally secure information 
transmission communication means " as remote backup central communications and 
storage facility can receive data, it can also send data back to the original site in a 
secure fashion. It is clearly disclosed by Hamilton et al in (Col 1 lines 40-44, Col 3 lines 
10-15). Hamilton et al (Col 3 lines 66-67, Col 4 lines 1-6) clearly discloses " secure data 
storage means within said remote backup central communications and storage facility in 
information transmission connection with said receiving interface means and said 
transmitting interface means, said secure data storage means operative to securely 
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store transmitted backup data in said storable data format received via said receiving 
interface means there within until retrieved via said transmitting interface means ." 

In Claim 2, for " said remote backup central communications and storage facility 
is generally impervious to externally-based operational disruptions to facilitate generally 
uninterruptible exchange of stored transmitted backup data between connected remote 
user systems and said remote backup central communications and storage facility ", 
Hamilton et al clearly discloses that the transmission is run on dedicated lines thus 
facilitating uninterruptible exchange of stored transmitted backup data between remote 
user systems and remote backup central communications and storage facility (Col 5 
lines 1-4, lines 35-39, lines 40-49). 

In Claim 3, for " said receiving interface means is further operative to receive 
incoming transmitted backup data, identify the specific user system data format of said 
incoming transmitted backup data, translate as necessary said incoming transmitted 
backup data into said storable data format generally free of significant modification of 
the informational content said incoming transmitted backup data and forward said 
incoming transmitted backup data to said secure data storage means within said remote 
backup central communications and storage facility ", it is inherent that the incoming 
transmitted backup data is carried by an identified specific user in the system. It is 
clearly shown by Hamilton et al in (Col 3 lines 33-46). And for translation of necessary 
said incoming transmitted backup data along with storable data format generally free of 
significant modification of the informational content , it can be clearly seen by Hamilton 



Application/Control Number: 10/725,639 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2112 

et al in (Col 4 lines 36-67). In Hamilton et al (Col 4 lines 36-67), the data at the 
production site is manipulated and sent to data storage facility with storable data format 
generally free of significant modification of the informational content. 

In Claim 4, for " The secure data backup communications system of claim 1 
wherein said transmitting interface means further operative to receive outgoing 
transmitted backup data said storable data format from said secure data storage means 
within said remote backup central communications and storage facility, identify the 
original specific user system data format said outgoing transmitted backup data when 
received as incoming transmitted backup data, translate as necessary said outgoing 
transmitted backup data into said original specific user system data format generally 
free of significant modification of the informational content of said outgoing transmitted 
backup data and forward said outgoing transmitted backup data the connected user 
system reguesting said outgoing transmitted backup data ", it is inherent that the 
outgoing transmitted backup data is carried and identified by specific user in the system. 
It is clearly shown by Hamilton et al in (Col 3 lines 33-46, lines 47-50). And for 
translation of necessary said outgoing transmitted backup data along with storable data 
format generally free of significant modification of the informational content , it can be 
clearly seen by Hamilton et al in (Col 4 lines 36-67). In Hamilton et al (Col 4 lines 36- 
67), the data at data storage facility is manipulated and sent to connected user system 
with storable data format generally free of significant modification of the informational 
content. 
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In Claim 5, " the secure data backup communications system of claim 1 wherein 
said secure data storage means within said remote backup central communications and 
storage facility further comprises at least one electronic data storage device " is clearly 
disclosed by Hamilton et al (Col 1 lines 50-52, Col 8, Claim 4, and Claim 6) 

In Claim 6, Hamilton et al clearly discloses the "said generally independent and 
generally secure information transmission connection between said remote backup 
central communications and storage facility and remote connected user systems optic, 
microwave, radio selected from the group comprising landline, fiber communications, 
satellite communications and cable" in (Col 6 lines 17-26, Col 7 lines 43-45). 

In Claim 7, Hamilton et al clearly discloses " the method of providing a secure 
data backup communications system for providing remote secure data storage for 
connected user systems in the event of loss of on-site original or backup data " in (Col 1 , 
lines 34-44, lines 50-52 and Col 2 lines 20-32). Hamilton et al shows " providing a 
generally independent and generally secure information transmission communication 
means separate from utility-based communications networks, said generally 
independent and generally secure information transmission communication means 
extending between and connecting said remote backup central communications and 
storage facility and a connected user system of said secure data backup 
communications system " in (Col 1 lines 40-44, Col 5 lines 1-4, lines 37-39, lines 40-49). 

Hamilton et al discloses the method " providing receiving interface means 
operative to receive transmitted backup data from a connected user system and 
optionally translate the transmitted backup data to a storable data format for retrievable 
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storage " in (Col 3 lines 33-46). And Hamilton et al discloses the method of " providing 
transmitting interface means operative to retrieve said transmitted backup data and 
optionally translate said transmitted backup data from said storable data format to a 
user system data format for transmitting said transmitted backup data back to a 
connected user system via said generally independent and generally secure information 
transmission communication means ; providing secure data storage means within said 
remote backup central communications and storage facility in information transmission 
connection with said receiving interface means and said transmitting interface means ; 
receiving said transmitted backup data from a connected user system via said generally 
independent and generally secure information transmission communication means ; 
analyzing said transmitted backup data via said receiving interface means to determine 
the data format of said transmitted backup data ; translating said transmitted backup 
data via said receiving interface means into a storable data format generally free of 
significant modification of the informational content of said transmitted backup data " in 
(Col 3 lines 33-46, lines 47-50). And Hamilton et al clearly shows " storing said 
translated transmitted backup data in said secure data storage means " in (Col 8, Claim 
4, and Claim 6). 

And in " transmitting said translated transmitted backup data from said secure 
data storage means to said transmitting interface means upon receiving a reguest f or 
transmittal thereof from the specific connected user system; translating said translated 
transmitted backup data by said transmitting interface means to the original data format 
detected via said receiving interface means for compatibility with the specific connected 
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user system: and transmitting said transmitted backup data to the specific connected 
user system via said generally independent and generally secure information 
transmission communication means thereby providing reguested backup data to the 
specific connected user system ", Hamilton et al clearly discloses in (Col 3 lines 33-46, 
lines 47-50, Fig 4, Col 6 lines 26-45) as the transmission can be initiated by the user 
connected to the user system. And for translation of necessary said outgoing and 
incoming transmitted backup data along with storable data format generally free of 
significant modification of the informational content , it can be clearly seen by Hamilton 
et al in (Col 4 lines 36-67). In Hamilton et al (Col 4 lines 36-67), the data at data 
storage facility is manipulated and sent to connected user system (and vice versa) with 
storable data format generally free of significant modification of the informational 
content. 
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Conclusion 

Any response to this Office Action should be faxed to (571 ) 273-8300 or mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Hand-delivered responses should be brought to 

Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Anish Sikri whose telephone number is (571 ) 270-1783. 
The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 6:30am to 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Rafael Perez-Gutierrez can be reached on (571) 272-7915. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571 ) 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
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have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) or 571-272-4100. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist/customer service whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-2600. 

Anish Sikh 
A.S./as 

December 19, 2006 




